THE CRUSADE AND EASTERN CHRISTENDOM     265
Friars to negotiate the union. On their arrival at Con-
stantinople, they found that their imperial host, who had
given the initiative to the proceeding, insisted that only an
Oecumenical Council could settle the re-union. The Pope
explained that such a Council in the circumstances of
Europe at the time was impossible to convene. The
Hundred Years' War was raging between England and
France, and Cressy had just been fought in 1346. The
Kingdoms of Hungary and Naples were in a state of war
in which the papacy itself was to some degree entangled.
Cola di Rienzi, who had stirred up so much trouble in
Rome, still lived in Apulia and was about to leave for Prague
to try and persuade Charles, King of the Romans, to invade
the papal possessions in Italy. Above all, Europe was still
suffering the effects- of the Black Death. The negotiations
in Constantinople therefore failed, and ultimately Kantaku-
zenos abdicated his imperial crown in 1354 and retired to
a Greek monastery,1
John V, who now resumed the throne as John VI, found
himself incapable of arresting the rapid Ottoman expansion
in Europe under Murad I (1359-89), and in turn looked
to Western Europe for relief. He went himself to Rome,
solemnly professed Catholicism and accepted the primacy
of the Pope (1369-70), but no material aid was forth-
coming. He took the road to Venice where, instead
of obtaining help and comfort, he suffered the indignity of
detention for debt and was only released when his son
Manuel arrived with money. The policy of union was
nevertheless continued by Manuel II (1391-1425), who,
after the defeat of the European crusaders at Nicopolis 2
(1396), visited the courts of the West in I399-I4OO,3 sent
an embassy to Pope Martin V (1417-31) at the Council
of Constance in 1418, and another to the European courts
when Murad II (1421-51) set siege to Constantinople in
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Nicopolis, i-8 and notes.
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